Dorchester County Council Meeting Notes June 17, 2025, – Submitted by Sharon Smith, CAN
Present: George Pfeffer, President; Mike Detmer, Vice President; Rob Kramer, Jr; William Nichols; Ricky Travers; Jerry Jones, County Manager; Irene Barnes, Administrative Specialist. Absent: Charles MacLeod, Attorney
A Closed Session was conducted from 5:00 until 6:pm, as always. The Open Session was conducted from 6:07pm until 7:00pm.
The Consent Agenda, composed of eight items, passed without discussion.
Councilperson Mike Detmer read a proclamation declaring June to be “Dorchester Dreams” month, an original song composed and sung by Jayla Elise Diggs, and the song to be the official song of Dorchester County.
Mid Shore Behavioral Health, Inc, featuring CEO Kathryn Dilley and J. Howard, Behavioral Health Coordinator, presented an annual overview of services and progress. Mid Shore provides services in five Eastern Shore counties and receives most of its funding from Federal and State sources. The budget for 2025 is $21.7M. They handled 3,118 cases in Dorchester County in 2024. Their continuance of service request was approved by the council. In an effort to reduce gun violence they are currently distributing gun locks. 
Action Items. The following five items were moved and approved by the council.
Christ Rock event request for a Chesapeake Bay Dogs demonstration on August 16-17.
Contract award for athletic field lighting to the low bidder for $674K.
Road construction agreement amendment.
FY 2026 Board of Education Categorical Budget for $26M.
Maryland Association of County Legislative Initiatives – requested addition of juvenile violence be added to the four initiatives currently listed.
Comments
The only comments made by council, staff and the public came from Councilperson Detmer. 1. He commended City Manager Jerry Jones for his responsiveness this week. 2. He expressed his distress over local juvenile violence saying, “something has to give.” 3. He objected to some protests this weekend including violent themes, such as “decapitation in effigy.”
