Dorchester County Council Meeting Notes December 2, 2025, – Submitted by Sharon Smith, CAN
Present: George Pfeffer, President; Mike Detmer, Vice President; Rob Kramer, Jr; Ricky Travers; Jerry Jones, County Manager; Irene Barnes, Administrative Specialist; Charles MacLeod, Attorney; Absent Councilman William Nichols.
A Closed Session was conducted from 5:00 until 6:20pm. The Open Session was conducted from 6:22pm until 7:40pm.
The Consent Agenda, composed of three items, passed without discussion.
Annual Election of Officers
Current President Lenny Pfeffer and current Vice President Mike Detmer were both unanimously re-elected for a one-year term, without discussion or nomination.
Action Items
The Council moved and approved the following five action items:
· FY2027 Rural Legacy grant application to DNR.
· Re-appointment of members J. Mooney and Vaughn Evans for two-year terms to the Administrative Charging Committee.
· Renew the County’s membership in the Water Transport Committee
· RFP to replace the Council Chambers audio/video equipment that dates from 2007.
· Emergency roof repair to the Public Safety Building. 

Presentation – Maryland Department of the Environment, Deputy Secretary Adam Ortiz, Program Manager Heather Nelson - Conowingo Dam Water Quality Certification and Settlement Agreement. Conowingo Dam is a 98-year-old hydroelectric dam that spans the Susquehanna River at the Chesapeake Bay’s headwaters. It is operated by Constellation Energy under a1980 Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) license. Constellation Energy, the State, and various environmental groups have been negotiating the re-issuance of a new 50-year license for the past five years. An agreement was reached In October. While the agreement contains 50 pages of enforceable conditions, and requires more of the operator than previous agreements, Council was clear that it falls far short of what is needed to prevent the dam from continuing to pollute the Bay with sediment and toxins. The agreement requires Constellation to spend $341 million on water quality projects over the next 50 years, addressing water flow, trash and debris, invasive species, dredging assessments, and installing a freshwater mussel hatchery. Unfortunately, earlier studies (USGS, 2017) estimate the cost to mitigate the present damage and prevent future pollution to be $1.5 billion and $3.5 billion. A more recent assessment puts that figure at $7 billion over a 50-year period.   Council and MDE agreed to continue this discussion next week.

Comments
At County Manager Jones’ request, the Council agreed to offer County employees December 26th – a Friday – as paid holiday leave.

The meeting can be viewed at Townhallstreams.com.
