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CAMBRIDGE ASSOCIATION OF NEIGHBORHOODS

PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES

August 18, 2026 6:30 PM 

Meeting Link: https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1DTukcm5LS/

Board Members Present: Sharon Smith, Alison Kennedy, Andre Duerinckx, Roman Jesien
 Board Members Absent: Lashon Foster, Chuck McFadden, Chuck Fadely, Sheila Jones, Amy Craig, Mary Ellen Jesien 
Attendance: 22 people were in attendance. WBOC and Star Democrat reporters were at the meeting.
Introduction 
The meeting began with introductions by everyone in the room.
Roman Jesien, Vice President of CAN, introduced Dr Jymil Thompson and gave an introductory bio about him.
Presentation 
Dorchester County Public Schools Superintendent Jymil Thompson spoke to residents Tuesday about a new district initiative and the cultural climate in schools, among other topics.
Residents came out to the Dorchester County Public Library Tuesday evening to hear Thompson speak at the Cambridge Association of Neighborhoods meeting.
Thompson introduced the “THRIVE 21613” initiative, along with fielding residents’ questions and concerns.
The initiative is aimed at linking students and their families with academic, career and community resources meant to support success both in and out of the classroom.
THRIVE aims to offer academic support, enrichment programming and career and college exploration opportunities for students, along with connections to community services for families.

“I believe that THRIVE 21613 is us moving in the right direction to ensure that the future generation of kids have a great opportunity, or even more importantly, are able to move economically,” Thompson said.
However, he emphasized that the school can’t do it on its own. The initiative is designed to bring together schools, families, community partners and local resources to ensure students have what they need to succeed.
“If the school system could do it by itself, it would be done,” he said. “That’s a fact. ... So I ask you not to be an innocent bystander in the process, be an active participant in the process.”
Thompson said the goal is to remove barriers and create opportunities so students can see a clear path forward, not only academically, but in discovering their interests, preparing for life after high school and building toward long-term success.
The program’s name references Cambridge’s 21613 zip code, but the initiative aims to reach students throughout the whole district.
During the meeting, Thompson discussed the four pathways that are the building blocks of THRIVE:
· “Resilience Rising”: addresses student and family well-being through counseling, social-emotional learning and access to health resources.
· “Next Level”: provides academic support through after-school tutoring and enrichment tied to college and career readiness. Thompson said this pathway is data-driven, providing students with targeted tutoring with yearlong interventions and enrichment to improve proficiency.
· “Community Connect”: links families to broader wellness and education resources, aiming to stabilize home environments in ways that support learning. Within this pathway, Thompson said DCPS has created a “parent encouragement program” which entails an eight-week course to build parenting tools alongside quality after-school programs for students and parents will help strengthen student outcomes.
· “Finish Line”: targets students who have fallen behind or dropped out, offering flexible options to help them make up credits and graduate. This entails online programs, seeking engagement from chronically absent students and ultimately, earning a high school diploma.
Recent MCAP scores from the 2025-2026 school year show that DCPS students dropped from 16.4% to 16.3% in math and experienced a significant drop in English with 37.5% of students proficient. For Thompson, this begs the question of what DCPS will do to improve.
“I just showed you what we were failing in the school system, I told you that I will never hide data from you, I will never get up here and fudge the numbers,” he said. “But what are we going to do to change them? What are we going to do to change the numbers.”

