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Removal of Trees from Long Wharf Park

The City Administration is aware of inaccurate social media posts about the removal of
trees from Long Wharf Park.

Claims that the trees were removed because of a proposed berm, or that a Water Street
resident led the removal effort, are incorrect.

City staff takes recommendations to the City Commissioners seriously. After a harsh winter
this past spring, staff removed many broken limbs and branches from the park, raising
concerns about the trees” health. Community volunteers working to improve the park
raised similar concerns.

In June, the city hired an independent arborist to assess the trees. The firm recommended
removal because of disease and age. Emerald ash borers had infested the ash trees, while
other trees were dying of old age.

After receiving the report, staff recommended that the City Commissioners approve
removing the trees and stumps so replacements could be planted. The city will plant trees
using native, salt-resistant species.

The city is working with Shore Rivers to plant native, salt-resistant trees. Rather than
saplings, including those planted in the park without city approval, the plan calls for trees

with a caliper of at least three inches.

The City Administration will propose a “Tree City” program to improve the management of
city trees and the urban tree canopy.

Glenn Steckman, City Manager




